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The Process of Formulating Regional Development Strategies in China:
With an Eye on Comparison with Japan

This paper, focusing on the formulation
process of regional development strategies in
China, while carrying out a comparative exami-
nation with Japan, elucidated the character-
istic features and challenges thereof. Regional
development strategies come into being via
stages including think tanks taking on com-
missions for the formulation work from local
governments, the formation of project investi-
gative teams, field survey work, preparation of

draft plans, examination and amendment with

MU Yaoqgian (ERINA)
ARAI Hirofumi (ERINA)

local governments, and proposal to and ap-
proval of draft plans with central government.
For the formulation of regional development
strategies, local governments’ intentions are
the most important. As characteristic features
of the formulation process, such challenges as
the limited workings of market principles, the
formation of a layered structure to the formu-
lated entities, the non-systemization of the for-
mulation process and the lack of independence

of think tanks were seen.
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