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A Study on the Role of KANSAI Business Community
for the Japan-China Economic Exchange after World War I

This paper analyses the role of private
(non-governmental) sector in Japan-China eco-
nomic exchanges after World War II, with par-
ticular attention paid to the Kansai region.

Private sector played the main and con-
structive roles in developing Japan-China
economic relations until normalizing diplo-
matic relations between two countries in 1972.
Kansai business community was active, for
example, KURARAY is the first full-scale plant
exporter to China, and the first large business
delegation was dispatched to Beijing in 1971.
The delegation was evaluated in terms of en-
couraging the Government of Japan have a dia-

logue about normalization diplomatic ties with

FUJITA Noriko (PhD student, Osaka University)

the Government of China.

Kansai business community regarded the
economic power decline in Osaka was the result
of strengthening economic control by the cen-
tral government during and after World War
II, therefore, some business leaders in Kansai
intended to revitalize Osaka economy through
promoting trade with China, which had the
strong economic relationship before World War
II. For example, Hitachi Zosen Corporation,
as an independent (non-zaibatsu) shipbuilding
company, needed to access all markets includ-
Ing communist countries, ideological or political
issues were the secondary matter in compari-

son with the management strategy.
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