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A Theory of Multicultural Community Building and Historical Recognition:
Study on the Dare of the ‘Hate Korea Wave (Kenkanryu)’

In recent Japan, ‘multicultural community
building” has become an official ideology. For
instance, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications has created a promotion plan
for multicultural community building and has
been promoting such policy practices to all local
government entities. On the other hand, start-
ing from “Hate Korea Wave, A Comic (Manga
Kenkanryu),” there are louder voices who insist
on xenophobia against Korean living in Japan.

This paper focuses on the recognition of the
history of Japan’s colonial occupation in which
anti-Korean arguments are based in order to

analyze Japanese policies on multicultural com-

MATUMOTO Kunihiko (Yamagata University)

munity building.

The study has led to the following conclu-
sion:

In Japan, multicultural community build-
ing has been promoted by ignoring the issues of
the recognition of history. As foreign workers
increase in Japan, xenophobia such as the “Hate
Korea” movement will be a threat to such multi-
cultural community building policy practices.

People who are attracted to the “Hate Ko-
rea Wave” support the concept of Japan’s colo-
nial occupation on the ground of a theory of self-

responsibility.



