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Deepening of Economic Cooperation between the Two Koreas and Its Legal Control in ROK

MIMURA Mitsuhiro (Economic Research Institute for Northeast Asia (ERINA))

The volume and speed of development of the
economic cooperation between the Republic of
Korea (hereafter referred as ROK or the South)
and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(hereafter referred as DPRK or the North) was
accelerated after the North-South Summit Talks
in June 2000. The government-to-government
relationship between the North and the South
became more frequent and important after the
summit talks.

In the ROK, the laws regulating Inter-Korea
relationship were “Inter-Korea Exchange and
Cooperation Act” and “Inter-Korea Cooperation

Fund Act” enacted in 1990. The scope of these

laws was to regulate Inter-Korean relationship
in the private sector.

However, these were no law regulating gov-
ernment action. It was mainly because of the
two facts; the presence of the National Security
Law and the fact that Intra-Korean relationship
was believed to belong to political question. In a
result, there was 17 times of Intra-Korean minis-
ter level talks before the “Law on Improving the
Inter-Korean Relations” enacted in 2005.

In order to set up proper legal framework to
regulate the Intra-Korean relationship, there will
be the need of change in paradigms of constitu-
tional interpretation or revise the constitution

itself (Article 3).





