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The Environmental Cooperation in Baltic Sea
—the EU, Central Governments and Local Administrations—

OSHIMA Miho

In this paper I study three levels of actors in Baltic Sea cooperation, that is to say,
international organization such as the EU, the central governments, and the local
administrations, focusing on environmental problems. In Baltic Sea cooperation, which is a
pioneer case of sub-regional cooperation, these three actors are in the same direction and are
interdependent. This structual tendency of Baltic Sea cooperation is different from that of
Japan Sea cooperation. The reason is that in Baltic Sea those three actors have the common
interests in cooperation especially of environmental problems.

But at the same time the cooperational system in Baltic Sea is not always top-down and
the three levels are sometimes entangled in each other on environmetal issues. These
animations of the trans-national activities reflects the European situation after the Cold War,
but it also shows the essence of environmental problems, in which it is difficult to draw the
lines among international organizations, the central governments and the local administra-
tions. And there local administrations are in a way of grasping the regional situation and

making an effective proposals, which may get over the national boundary.





