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Northeast Asian Regional System in the post-Cold War;
A New Balance of Power Model of the Korean Peace Settlement

Shiro SAITO

(Asia University)

A new balance of power among major nations is arriving in the East Asia. With the end
of Cold War, the “four-country-dialogue” proposal, origianlly initiated by the U.S., called for
the holding of a conference on the Korean peninsula amonng the U.S. China, and the two
Korea to defuse tentions and to make comprehensive peace settlement in the region.

These diplimatic efforts should be regarded as an attempt of realizing peace and stability
in the Korean peninsula and Northeast Asian region at large.

Whether or not the four-party dialogue would be undertaken, to persuade North Korea
into participating in international society must be atmost important agenda for the
engagement policy makers of the U.S., China, Japan and others.

Korea had been long time a locus of power contests among modern states. Therefore,
historical perspective is essential to the study of balance of power system in the region. To
accomplish such a task, this study try to outline the historical events and milestones since
the turn of century, in order to drive from the previous experience practical lessons for our

own time.





